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RESPONSES

Continued from page 1B

class later this month and
would like to offer more of the
same in the future, Phares
said.

Eventually, Phares said, he
would like to see the course
mandated by the Louisiana
Legislature.

Thus far, Phares has been in
contact with organizations
such as the Louisiana Sheriff’s
Association and the Police Of-
ficer Standards and Training
Council to gain their support.

Bobby Gaston with the sher-
iff’s association said he strong-
ly supports the idea of making
the course mandatory for law
enforcement officers in
Louisiana.

“The days of being able to
wait on the SWAT team are
gone,” he said. “People riding

the streets need to know how
to respond to these types of sit-
uations.”

Sgt. Don Kelly of the Baton
Rouge Police Department said
police officers have partici-
pated in similar active-shooter
training several times since
the April 20, 1999, shooting at
Columbine High School in Lit-
tleton, Colo., that left 13 dead
and 24 wounded.

“It's good training,” he said.
“We never pass up the oppor-
tunity to participate in any
training relating to that, espe-
cially with other agencies with
whom we might work.”

Although “it’s a fool's game
to predict the outcome of an
armed conflict,” Phares said.
“Better training, which this
course will provide, and better

.equipment, which we will

demonstrate and recommend,
increase our chances of saving
innocent lives.”




