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“It grew so quickly. I'm so
glad we had it, otherwise
mavbe we couldn't have kept
the dental school in business.”

LSU acquired the 153-acre
tract with 13 buildings in the
summer of 2005 after the state
completed the $6 million land
purchase from the Albemarle
chemical company. Only about
25 acres is developed thus far,
Keel said.

Including farmland, LSU has
just more than 2,000 acres in
southern Baton Rouge, said

Kristine Calongne, LSU
spokeswoman.
The South Campus now hous-

es the dental school, the
Louisiana Business and Tech-
nology Research Center busi-
ness incubator, the National
Center for Biomedical Re-
search and Training for coun-
terterrorism training and the
Center for Bio-Modular Multi-
Scale Systems.

The campus even warrants a
satellite LSU Police station.

Although the dental school
will eventually return to New
Orleans, some training facili-
ties and a regional Oral Health
Center are expected to remain.

The LSU Center for Ad-
vanced Microstructures and
Devices — currently on Jeffer-
son Highway — also is consid-
ering a move to South Campus,
among other locations, said
David Ederer, CAMD director.

The Louisiana National
Guard is set to build a joint
readiness center this year on
50 acres at the South Campus,
in cooperation with the U.S,
Army and U.S. Marine Corps.,
confirmed Maj. Gen. Hunt
Downer of the National Guard.

That leaves about half of the
total property virtually unspo-
ken for.

Besides expanding academic
programs and university re-
search on the South Campus,
Keel said, another option under
consideration is recruiting pri-
vate industry to the South Cam-
pus.

Businesses specializing in hi-
tech research could collabo-
rate with LSU's academic side
and potentially utilize the Gulf
Opportunity Zone Bond pro-
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Advocate staff photo by TRAVIS SPRADLING

Dr. Robert Sergent, left, chairman of the LSU comprehensive dentistry department, instructs
second-year dental student Diana Thien as they work on a cosmetic tooth restoration for
patient S.J. Thomas. The LSU Dental School relocated to LSU's Baton Rouge South Cam-
pus after Hurricane Katrina and will keep a presence there after moving back to New Orleans.
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gram, Keel said, to make the
area even more of a research
hub.

That could create a signifi-
cant economic impact for the
Baton Rouge metro area, he
said.

There are many issues left to
be worked out. One is trans-
portation, Keel said. Three
miles may not be really far, but
it's a long way for students
without vehicles.

A shuttle or bus service of
some kind may soon become
necessary, he said.

Advocate mag

“Moving into this space was crucial for our
development. | think any growth out here, in
the context of the state and LSU, is good.”

JASON KRAUSE, materiél manager for operations and plans,
National Center for Biomedical Research and Training

The CBM2, which specializes
in micro and nanofabrication

' and works closely with CAMD,

is working on grant proposals
to expand on the South Cam-
pus, said Michael Murphy, as-
sociate director of CBM2.

“It's got potential — a lot of
potential,” Murphy said of the
property and expansion plans.
“The issue is, you have to have
transportation over to it.”

Murphy said he sees the
South Campus as a consolidat-
ed LSU research area, with lots
of interdisciplinary work and
interaction between faculty of
all different departments.

Besides research, the South
Campus is home to some of the
facilities for the nation's
largest traveling counterter-
rorism training center for
emergency first-responders -

the NCBRT, said Jason Krause,
its materié] manager for oper-
ations and plans.

The center was bursting at
the seams on the main campus
before 2005, Krause said.

“Moving into this space was
crucial for our development,”
he said. “1 think any growth out
here, in the context of the state
and L3U, is good.™

LSU currently has a $1.66
million operating budget for
the South Campus, nearly half
of that funded by the dental
school, O0'Keefe said. So the big
issue is ensuring strong fund-
ing sources for the area after
the dental school moves back
to New Orleans, he said.

No matter how it grows, 0'-
Keefe said, it is a blessing just
having the South Campus and
additional space to expand.




